• In this story, we see that Jesus gives full attention to the lost sheep. This means that Jesus will do anything to bring everyone into the loving light of God's family.
• We are to be like Jesus, concerned for ourselves when we wander away from Jesus, and concerned when the bond of love between ourselves and another is broken; that is, when we wander away from each other.
• Jesus desires that we all be one with him and with one another in love.
Sing "Like a Shepherd" by Bob Dufford, SJ.
Invite all to extend a sign of peace to each other.
Activity Centers
Tell the group that the lunch break will occur after the families have visited two centers. The remaining two centers can be visited after lunch.
Direct the participants to note the color code on their nametag and ask them to move to the appropriate center.
* " Like a Shepard," ©1976 Robert J. Dufford, SJ. Published by OCP. 
Materials Needed
• CD of reflective music Gather in a chapel or room away from the activities of the other centers. Play reflective music, place pillows on the floor or provide sitting mats, and put a sign on the door that asks visitors to enter quietly.
Explain that this quiet time will be used to make an examination of conscience.
Remind everyone that we make an examination of conscience:
• to discover a pattern to our shortcomings.
• to discover how we have sinned.
• to prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Ask the participants to think about how they think others see them. Have them share one by one in family groups, but tell them no one can comment on what is said until the next step.
Invite family members to tell how they look at the others, and what they see inside themselves or others that others may not see.
Invite the families to discuss the many faces they wear, at home, at school, and at play.
Distribute Family Reconciliation Retreat
Handout 2 and read the directions aloud.
Ask parents to help children make a mask expressing their inside and outside faces.
Encourage families to take time to discuss the two representations on the masks and what they mean to the children. 3 The penitent confesses his or her sins and accepts a penance from the priest.
4 A prayer of sorrow, usually the Act of Contrition, is prayed.
5
The priest offers absolution. 6 A thanksgiving to God for the forgiveness of sin is expressed and the penitent is dismissed.
Respond to any questions that arise in the group.
Rotation and Break (5 minutes)

Peer Group Time (20 minutes)
Adult Session:
Materials Needed
• Bibles (1 for each group) or copies of Scripture passages listed within text below
Gather the parents into several small groups and give each group one of the passages listed below for reflection. These passages can be printed out or Bibles can be distributed among the groups.
Invite the groups to discuss the following questions:
• What does this passage tell you about Jesus' capacity for forgiveness?
• Forgiveness is the ability to let go of the hurt, and until we can do so, we remain a slave of the hurt-always brooding over our loss and the injustice done to us.
• Forgiveness is not forgetting or denying we have been hurt, nor is it condoning or excusing what has been done to us. It is a conscious choice to turn to the good in the face of wrongdoing.
• Bringing ourselves to contrition is a process guided by God's grace. It takes time and openness to be led through this process. This process includes a sense of remorse, taking responsibility for one's hurtful actions, making restitution, and finally repentance, that is, a turning away from past actions and focusing on a new direction.
• Forgiveness does not automatically achieve reconciliation between ourselves and those who have hurt us. Forgiveness is one person's response in the face of injustice or hatred. Reconciliation occurs when two persons can come together in mutual respect.
• When reconciliation occurs, it is always a sign of God's presence and activity.
Children's Session:
Materials Needed
• The story of Joseph and his brothers from Genesis (video, storybook, or interpretive play or mime)
Tell, read, or have the story of Joseph acted out .
Discuss:
• How did Joseph and his brothers feel when they met each other after so many years.
• How was Joseph able to forgive them?
• Did the brothers need to forgive Joseph?
Explain that it takes both parties to reconcile. God helps us forgive and reconcile.
Closing Prayer (20 minutes) Gather the participants in a circle.
Ask the families to share what they most enjoyed about the day. Refl ect with the families:
• There is no time when we can refuse to forgive another because each person holds a treasure within.
• God always shows mercy and forgives us no matter what we have done.
• We are to forgive and show mercy just as God forgives us.
Sing "Coming Back Together," Songs of Celebration CD, track 6.
Thank the families for participating in the retreat.
